
 Progress through the curriculum 

English – Year 3 

 

 
Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) Writing at the expected standard  
Word  Formation of nouns using a range of prefixes [for 

example super–, anti–, auto–]  

Use of the forms a or an according to whether the 
next word begins with a consonant or a vowel [for 
example, a rock, an open box]  

Word families based on common words, showing 
how words are related in form and meaning [for 
example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble]  

The pupil can: 
• write for a range of real purposes and audiences, beginning to 

develop an awareness of appropriate language and form (e.g. 
letter; report writing) 

• create settings, characters and plot in narrative† 
• use speech punctuation correctly when following modelled 

writing 
• use some conjunctions (e.g. and, because, when, even though), 

adverbs (e.g. often, quickly, very), and prepositions (e.g. next to, 
underneath, with) for cohesion and to add detail 

• use past and present tense mostly correctly (e.g. ran, wander) 
and begin to use other verb forms (e.g. will go, have eaten) 

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y3 
mostly correctly^ (e.g. apostrophes for possession, commas in 
lists) 

• spell correctly words from learning in previous year groups, and 
some words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, using phonic 
knowledge and other knowledge of spelling such as 
morphology, to spell words as accurately as possible 

• spell most common exception words 
• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting 

(e.g. by ensuring that downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant) 

• join letters with diagonal and horizontal strokes where 
appropriate. 

Sentence  Expressing time, place and cause using 
conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, 
while, so, because], adverbs [for example, then, 
next, soon, therefore], or prepositions [for example, 
before, after, during, in, because of]  

Text  Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group 
related material  
Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation  
Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of 
the simple past [for example, He has gone out to 
play contrasted with He went out to play]  

Punctuation  Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech  

Terminology 
for pupils  

preposition, conjunction  
word family, prefix  
clause, subordinate clause  
direct speech  
consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter  
inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’)  

 


