Background Notes - Pentecost
About the Theme

Serving – Pentecost

In this theme the children learn about the gift of the Holy Spirit and serving as a way of life. It is the third of three themes that focus on Christian Living.

Loving – Advent/Christmas

Giving – Lent/Easter

Serving - Pentecost

Easter Sunday is the beginning of the Easter Season which lasts for 50 days. The celebration of the Ascension and Pentecost completes the Easter story.

Ascension

Forty days after Easter, the Church celebrates the feast of the Ascension of the Lord. The four gospels tell of how Jesus appeared to his disciples after the Resurrection. They tell of different events, but they all agree that the apostles did not recognise Jesus straightaway and found it hard to believe he was truly alive.

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus said he was going back to his Father in heaven. Before Jesus does this, he gives his followers a mission. Jesus tells his disciples to be his witnesses. They are to "Go out to the whole world and proclaim the Good News to everyone.” (Mark 16:15, 16)

The disciples cannot carry out their mission of spreading Jesus’ message to the ends of the earth without help. Therefore, Jesus instructs his disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they receive power from God. This power is God's Holy Spirit, who Jesus says will come after he goes away. After Jesus ascends into heaven, the disciples wait for the promised Holy Spirit. 
The picture language of the New Testament accounts of the Ascension express the belief of the early Christian Jewish community that God’s dwelling place was above the heavens. It is important to respect the metaphorical language of the text and not leave children with the impression that heaven is a place ‘up there’. ‘Heaven is a state and not a place.’ (John Paul II,
November 1999)

Pentecost
Pentecost (or 'Shavuot' as it is called in Hebrew) is a Greek word meaning ‘fiftieth’. The Jewish ‘feast of weeks’ was held fifty days after the beginning of the grain harvest. It was a thanksgiving feast to celebrate the end of the harvest and to commemorate the day God gave the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. 
As already stated, Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was important that they carry on his mission after he was gone. He promised he would give them the strength of his Spirit to do this. At Pentecost the Church celebrates the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise that the Holy Spirit will guide and help his disciples to understand all that he has taught them. It is celebrated 50 days (7 weeks) after Easter Sunday and brings the Easter season to an end. It is sometimes called the ‘birthday’ of the Church.
Pentecost focuses on the on-going mission of Jesus Christ in the Church through the power of the Holy Spirit.
The outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost transformed the fearful disciples into witnesses who spoke with power and conviction. The same Spirit inspires, strengthens and enlivens the Church in its mission to continue the work of Jesus and proclaim the gospel to the whole world. Christians are called each day to accept and live lives of joyful service through the power of the Spirit in their lives. 

‘In this age of the Church, Christ now lives and acts in and with his Church, in a new way appropriate to this new age (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1076).
Each of us, by the way we live our lives, the way we treat others, and by our words and actions, show if we have an attitude of service. Often we are especially influenced by those whose actions speak powerfully of a life of service. Christians believe that the Spirit of God is active in each person and, in a special way, in the community of believers, which is the Church. It is the work of the Spirit to enable people to hear God’s message and to live Jesus’ way of service. The Feast of Pentecost is the celebration both of the gift of God’s Holy Spirit and the trust God places in people to be witnesses in the world.
Year 5

In the topic ‘Transformation’ the children will have explored the transforming power of energy. They will learn about how Jesus appeared to the disciples after the resurrection; the message of Peter that the Holy Spirit will transform lives; how Paul’s life was transformed; how the Holy Spirit makes Christians children of God and how the Spirit transforms lives through the ‘fruits of the Spirit’. They will learn how the Pentecost Story continues in the Church today
You are asked to adapt Learning Focus 6, page 170, Activity 1. Ask the children to imagine they have been asked to give the homily at Mass on Sunday. The title is ‘How the Holy Spirit transforms our lives’. They are asked to prepare a homily using the range of Scripture they have studied throughout this topic, beliefs, other religious sources and their  own experience, to show how Christian belief in the ‘power of the Spirit’ transforms  the daily lives of Christians.
Using the Scripture studied in this topic, you can use the following grid to inform your teaching of this lesson. Using this as a model for teaching your lesson should exemplify how the scripture describes how the Holy Spirit helped transformed the lives of Christians, Christian belief linked to the scripture, links to other sources and how the Holy Spirit shapes the lives of Christians today. The children could use a similar (empty) grid to help them plan their ‘homily’. 

This would be a Level 4 activity.

Focusing on the scripture and belief children will be working at Level 3

This grid is for the teacher. It will need to be adapted according to the age, background, ability and maturity of the class. The section on ‘a life transformed’ should be expanded by using concrete examples of people and situations. 

A good approach would be to ‘build up’ the grid with each lesson. The grid is neither prescriptive nor complete and can be added to or adapted.
HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TRANSFORMS LIVES
	Scripture
	Belief
	A Life Transformed
	Other sources, feelings and experiences

	Luke 24:13-35. The Road to Emmaus.
Jesus helps the disciples understand the transforming power of the resurrection.

	Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to his disciples. 
Jesus is recognised in the breaking of the bread.

The disciples gave witness to Jesus’ resurrection.
	The life of a Christian is transformed when they recognise Jesus’ presence.
They are called to share the good news that Jesus is alive and brings new life with everyone.
	Painting by Caravaggio of the Road to Emmaus.

‘We come to share our story, we come to break the bread, we come to know our rising from the dead’…
Eucharist
Joy.



	Acts 2 Peter’s speech.

The coming of the Spirit has an amazing effect on Peter. His life is transformed. He proclaims the GoodNnews to the crowd that Jesus is risen and is the Lord. He promises if they are baptised they will receive the Holy Spirit and their lives will be transformed.
	Jesus rose from the dead and brings new life.

The transforming power Holy Spirit is for everyone. Christians receive the gift of the Spirit in baptism and the Spirit transforms life.
	Christians believe Jesus is risen and brings new life for everyone. Christians are called to witness –to talk about this to others and to witness by living good lives. By living good lives, transformed by the power of the Spirit, they let the power of God’s Spirit be seen. Those who were baptised transformed their lives by learning from the disciples, sharing community, meals and prayers.
	Painting of Pentecost by Titian

The Church celebrates the Feast of Pentecost on Pentecost Sunday – 50 days after the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. Pentecost continues in the Church today as Jesus now lives and acts through the Church.
Baptism

	The story of Paul (Acts 22:6-16). Paul is converted – he becomes a Christian.
	Christians are called to conversion – to live a new way of life – to live just as Jesus lived. Conversion means to let your life be transformed.
	Conversion means becoming a Christian. It means to live and act in such a way that the gospel becomes visible and active in a Christian’s life. To receive new life a person must believe in Jesus, be baptised, and try to live like Jesus – loving God and loving one another.
	Painting by Caravaggio – The Conversion of St Paul.
Prayer – ‘Come Holy Spirit’.

	Romans 8;14-17 
Paul discusses how Christians should live if their lives are transformed. He talks about how God’s Holy Spirit can help and strengthen the Christians in Rome. The Christians are being persecuted at this time.
	God’s Holy Spirit living in us makes us children of God who can call God, ‘Father’.
	Living a transformed life means living as a child of God would live. Jesus is God’s Son and therefore Christians model their lives on him.
Christians should not be afraid – even if they are being mocked or persecuted. Sufferings will be transformed into new life.
	‘Abba Father’
Christians pray as God’s children when they say the prayer, Our Father…

‘Do not be afraid…’
Courage

	Galatians 5:16-17, 22-23
The Fruits of the Spirit

The change and transformation that the Holy Spirit makes are called ‘the fruits of the spirit’ because these ‘fruits’ grow in the lives of Christians.
	The Holy Spirit brings about transformation in the lives of Christians through the ‘fruits of the Spirit’.
	The fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness humility and self-control are seen in the lives of Christians who are open to the transforming power of the Spirit.
	Feelings of joy, peace, contentment and happiness.
Confirmation.
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